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e prescrt DOOK DEgAn IS liTe as a contribution to a restscnrir
to a leading Haitian social scientist. During the course of tha
work we found that enough material existed to make it possible
to expand the festschrift chapter into a short book and that the
material was interesting enough to make the effort worthwhile
The main reason for this is of course the importance of the
apparel sector for the Haitian economy. The sector has for severa
years accounted for some 85-90 percent of the country’s exports
and it constitutes a possible stepping stone on the path towards
an industrialized economy.

The need for structural change is strong in Haiti. The country
s the poorest one in the Western Hemisphere and many
observers have nourished strong hopes that the apparel sectol
would be able to create hundreds of thousands of jobs and
ncomes that are higher than what most Haitians earn from
agriculture. Unfortunately, this, by and large, has amounted tc
vishful thinking. The apparel sector employs less than 55,000
)eople and, even though people are queuing for jobs in it, in
absolute terms it is a low-wage sector.

MATS LUNDAHL is Professor emeritus of Development
Economics at the Stockholm School of Economics. He is
the author of nine books on Haiti.

. =
i “«

BENGT SODERLUND is Assistant Professor at the Lund
University Economics Department and an affiliated
researcher at the Research Institute of Industrial
Economics (IFN). He holds a PhD in economics from the
v Stockholm School of Economics. He previously held a
Postdoc position at the University of Virginia Economics
Department. His research primarily lies in the intersection
between international trade and economic geography.

ISBN: 978-2-89454-546-1

CIDIHCA Publisher




MATs LUNDAHL is Professor emeritus of Development Economics at the
Stockholm School of Economics. He is the author of nine books on Haiti.

BENGT SODERLUND is Assistant Professor at the Lund University Economics
Department and an affiliated researcher at the Research Institute of
Industrial Economics (IFN). He holds a PhD in economics from the
Stockholm School of Economics. He previously held a Postdoc position
at the University of Virginia Economics Department. His research primarily
lies in the intersection between international trade and economic geography.



MATS LUNDAHL and BENGT SODERLUND

Beyond T-Shirts?
The Haitian Apparel Sector

ISBN (paper): 978-2-89454-546-1
ISBN (electronic): 978-2-89454-547-8

Design and layout: MANUEL SALGADO

Editor: FRANTZ VOLTAIRE
Cover: Photo © Pierre Michel Jean / Getty Images

https://www.heritage.org/international-economies/commentary/
extending-textiles-trade-preferences-will-help-both-haiti-us

Legal deposit: third trimester 2022
Bibliotheque et Archives nationales du Québec
Library and Archives Canada

Les Editions du CIDIHCA
430, rue Sainte-Hélene, bureau 401
Montréal QC
H2Y 2K7 Canada

Phone: 514-845-0880
E-mail: infocidihca@gmail.com

Web: www.cidihca.com

© Mats Lundahl, Bengt Séderlund and CIDIHCA, 2022



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Preface 9

Part 1: Past and Present

Chapter 1 The Need for Structural Change 13
Chapter 2 The Rise of the Apparel Sector 23
Chapter 3 Wages and Working Conditions 39
Chapter 4 Substitution Possibilities?

The Electricity Problem 53
Chapter 5 What Can the Apparel Sector Do? 65

Part 2: The Future

Chapter 6 The Global Apparel Value Chain D
Chapter 7 Upgrading and Technological Change 83
Chapter 8 Extending the Value Chain 97
Chapter 9 The Central Role of Education 109
Chapter 10 Investment and Institutions 133
Chapter 11 A Footloose Industry 149
Coda Looking for the Silver Lining 163

References 171




